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ANOTHER EXCOMMUNICATION. 

From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 

We think we have never seen so abominable a 
specimen of the modern bulls of our orthodox cler- 
gy, as is to be found in the following complaint, ad- 
monitions, and excommunication. We present them 
to the public, for the same purpose that the ancient 
Spartans exposed their drunken slaves in the view 
of their children ; that the odiousness of the specta- 
cle might deter them from the practice.—Editors. 


To the Rev. Ephraim H. Newton, Pastor of the 
Congregational Church of Chrisi, in Marl- 
borough, ( Vt.) 

Whereas our beloved brother Hubbard H. Win- 
chester, a member of this church, has for a long 
time been guilty of departing from the faith once de- 
livered to the saints, in denying the endless punish- 
ment of the finally impenitent, and embracing the 
doctrine of Universal Salvation: also of disorderly 
walk, in setting himself up as a preacher of the gos- 
pel, without authority, and in advocating and pro- 
pagating sentiments dangerous to the morals and 
souls of men; all which tend to bring a great scan- 
dal and reproach upon the religion of Jesus ; and is 
a flagrant violation of the laws of his kingdom ; and 
of his the said Hubbard’s personal engagements to 
God and to this church :—and as I have endeavour- 
ed to convince him of his sin, and bring him to a 
sense of his duty, by labouring with him in the way 
required in the gospel, and he having refused to give 
or make christian satisfaction ; I think it incumbent 
on me to give this information to the church, as a 
duty I owe te our common Lord, and to this my of- 
fending brother, that further measures may be taken, 
as the gospel directs, for reclaiming and bringing 
him to a sense of his duty. 

JCHN GROUT. 

Marlborough, March 5, 1822. 

A true copy—Attest, 
EPHRAIM HOLLAND NEWTON, Pastor. 

Marlborough, March 8, 1822. 

The Congregational Church of Christ, in Marl- 

borough, to Hubbard H. Winchester. 

Dear Brother—It is well known to you, that a 
complaint has been presented to this church against 
you, for being guilty of departing from the faith 
once delivered to the saints, in denying the endless 
punishment of the finally impenitent, and embracing 
the dactrine of Universal Salvation ; also of disor- 
derly walk, in setting yourself up as a preacher of 
the gospel, without authority, and in advocating and 
propagating sentiments dangerous te the merals and 





souls of men. You also know, that you were cited 
to appear before the church, at a church meeting 
regularly warned and held at the meeting-house, and 
show cause, if any you have, why the aforesaid com- 
plaint is not supported. At which time you were 
called to answer to the charges m said complaint. 
After a long investigation of evidence, from your 
own tips, and a patient hearing of your defence, the 
church were so far satisfied from your own contes- 
sion as to vote unanimously that the charges in the 
aforesaid complaint were supported. Whereupon the 
church felt it their solemn duty to proceed in their 
discipline according to the rules of the gospel, and 
did unanimously vote that you be publicly ad- 
monished. 

You having been cited to appear before the church 
and congregation at this time, for the aloresaid pur- 
pose, | do now in behalf of the church, and in the 
name of the Great Head of the church, solemnly ad- 
monish you to look at your former high pretensions 
in your solemn profession before the church and con- 
gregation, in contrast with the instability of your 
mind, or the hypocrisy of your heart, in now deny- 
ing the faith once delivered to the saints, and em- 
bracing doctrines in direct opposition to your former 
profession. Look also at the seandal you have 
brought upon the religion of Jesus, by assuming the 
office of a minister of the gospel, without authority, 
and, according to your own confession, in being 
guilty of the rashness and presumption of advoca- 
ting and propagating doctrines dangerous to the 
morals and souls of men. Is there no sin in this ? 
Can it pass without drawing a tear from your eye, or 
a sigh from your heart ? 

At your own request you were admitted a mem- 
ber of our communion, and received into the very 
bosom of our fellowship. You then in the presence 
of God, and the congregation of his people, pro- 
fessed your belief in the articles of our faith, and en- 
tered into a solemn promise, that you would waik in 
the ordmances, instructions, avd adininistrations of 
this church, at the same time you professed to call 
upon the great Jehovah to witness the sincerity of 
your professions and vows. Is it possible, you can 
violate these promises and not sin ? Can you break 
your vows, and trample upon the covenant you have 
made with God and man, and still feel undisturbed 
by the pangs of am accusing conscience? Vows and 
professions made in the presence of God are serious 
transactions. How far you have departed from these, 
it becomes you faithfully to examine, lest in the last 
solemn day, you be found among those who have 
drawn back unto perdition. 

And now, dear sir. with all the affection of chris- 
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tian brethren, would we entreat you to look at your 
own heart; to your violated promises in neglecting 
the faith and discipline of this church ; in embracing 
licentions doctrines, pernicious to holiness of heart, 
and in their tendency destructive to the future peac 
of precious souls. Look at the awful consequences 
of your conduct, in palming yourself upon the pub- 
lic as a preacher of the gospel, in a disorderly and 
disorganizing manner, by becoming a blind leader 
of the blind. Look at the responsibility which must 
rest upon you, in perverting the Scriptures, and in 
artfully beguiling others into the same dangerous 
and deadly path. Look forward to the awful day 
of accounts, when you must give up an account of 
your stewardship, and see the blood of souls which 
will be required at your hand. 
fended Redeemer, and weep and mourn in the ex- 
ercise of godly sorrow, that he may have mercy on 
May the Lord give you repentance, lead 


Look on your of- 


your soul. 
you to a knowledge of the truth, grant you a heart 
to love and serve him, and of his grace save you. 

Done by a unanimous vote, and in behalt of the 
church. Attest— 

EPHRAIM HOLLAND NEWTON, Pastor. 

Marlborough, April 5, 1822. 

A true copy—Attest, 
E. H. NEWTON, Paster. 

Marlborough, May 10, 1822. 

Agreeable to a citation forwarded to the above 
named Hubbard H. Winchester, the foregoing ad- 
monition was publickly read before the church and 
congregation at Marlborough, at the close of divine 
worship in the afternoon, Lord’s day, May 5, 1822. 

Attest, EPHM. H. NEWTON, Pastor. 
A true copy—Atlest, 
E. H. NEWTON, Pastor. 

Marlborough, May 10, 1222. 

The Congregational Church of Christ in Marl- 
borough, to Hubbard H. Winchester. 

Dear Brother—Whereas the church have con- 
sidered you guilty of departing from the faith once 
delivered to the saints, in denying the endless pun- 
ishment of the finally impenitent, and embracing 
the doctrine of Universal Salvation; also of disor- 
derly walk, in setting yourself up as a preacher of 
the gospel, without authority, and in advocating and 
propagating sentiments dangerous tothe morals and 
souls of men. You well know they have taken the 
steps of the gospel to reclaim you, by a course of la- 
bour and admonition, without effect. They have 
long waited with christian forbearance, to see you 
humble and penitent, but in vain. They still feel a 
cordial love and an attachment to you, and are un- 
willing to leave you without using farther exertions 
to reclaim you from sin, and bring you to the full 
enjoyment of the fellowship of the church.” They 
have therefore unanimously voted, that you be pub- 
lickly admonished the second time. You having 
been cited to appear before the church and congte- 
gation at this time, for the purpose aforesaid, I do 
now in behalf of the church, and in the name of the 
Great Head of the church, solemnly admonish you 
to consider well the consequences which inevitably 





must result from you: course of unyielding and set 
tled perverseness. 

Your covenant vows, your solemn promises and 
high pretensions to purity of heart, love of the truth, 
and attachment to the church, ought to be remem- 
bered. Is it possible that a violation of covenants 
and promises is consistent with the christian charac- 
ter ? Can you bring your conduct at the bar of your 
own conscience, and have inward peace ? Where is 
the moral tendency of your course, in presumptu- 
ously assuming the office of a public teacher of re- 
ligion, that you may advocate and propagate doc- 
trines dangerous to the morals and souls of men? 
Is the world benefited ? Are the interests of society 
advanced, the good of mankind increased, and the 
kingdom of Christ built up by this conduct? Dear 
sir, we entreat you to examine your own heart and 
conduct, in a candid and faithful manner. For it is 
in vain we reason with you, or attempt to reclaim 
you from your wickedness, so long as your heart is 
shielded against the truth, with a fixed determina- 
How awful 
must be the condemnation of these whe wrest the 
Is it not rea- 
sonable that you hear us, and give heed to our en- 
treaties, and save us frora the pain of separating you 
from our number? This is the last act of labour, 
before the church proceed to pass the sentence of 
excommunication. Can you refuse to hear us, and 
reject this act of kindness ? It is your eternal good 
we seek, Our hearts are open to receive you upon 
the pure principles of the gospel; so far as we know 


tion to pursue your own chosen way. 


Scriptures to their own destruction. 


our duty, we have done every thing on our part to 
reclaim you. For a moment reflect, that all these 
acts of brotherly love, with all your violated promi 

ses, together with your disorderly conduct, and the 
mischievous influence of your sentiments, with the 
blood of souls, enticed and ruined through your in- 
strumentality, will rise in judgment against you. In 
that solemn hour, what can you say in justification 
of your conduct ? 

To the rich mercy of God we commend you. 
Be assured you have our earnest prayers, that this 
admonition may be accompanied with a blessing. 
that you may return to the discharge of your rea- 
sonable duty, and a holy and pious life, that at last 
you may be gathered to the glory of the saints in 
heaven. 

Done by a unanimous vote, and in behalf of the 
chureh. 

EPHRAIM HOLLAND NEWTON, Pastor 

Marlborough, Aug. 26, 1522. 

The above was publickly read, at the close of di 
vine worship, Lord’s day, Sept. 1, 1822. 

Attest, Lk. H. NEWTON, Pastor 

The foregoing is a true copy of record on file 

Attest, EPHRAIM H. NEWTON, 
Pastor of the Congregationat? 
Church of Christ in Mariberough. 
Marlborough, Oct. 1, 1822. 


EXCOMMUNICATION. 
Whereas you, Hussanp H. Wincuesten, have 
been adjudged guilty of departing from the faith once 
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delivered to the saints, in denying the endless pun- 
ishment of the finally impenitent, and in embracing 
the doctrine of Universal Salvation ; also of disor- 
derly walk, in setting yourself up as a preacher of 
the gospel, without authority, and in advocating and 
propagating sentiments dangerous to the morals and 
souls of men, and after due admonition, and much 
patience, do yet remain obstinate, giving no evi- 
dence of repentance: and it being the will and or- 
dinance of our Lord Jesus Christ, that his church 
have no fellowship with wicked and scandalous per- 
sons; but withdraw themselves from every brother 
who walketh disorderly, and cast such out of the 
church ; and esteem and treat them as heathens and 
publicans. 

I do therefore in the name, and by the authority 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and with the consent and 
by a unanimous vote of this church, declare you, 
Hussarp Haraineton WincHESTER, excommu- 
nicated and cast out of the communion of the church 
of Christ ; debar you from their privileges, and de- 
liver you into the visible kingdom of Satan, for the 
destruction of thy fleshly and corrupt principles and 
practices, that thy spirit may be saved in the day of 
the Lord Jesus. 

Done in behalf and by a unanimous vote of the 
church. 

EPHRAIM HOLLAND NEWTON, 
Pastor of the Congregational 
Church of Christ, in this place. 
Marlborough, Vermont, Wind- 
ham County, Nov. 1, 1822. 

These certify, the above sentence was publickly 
pronounced at Marlborough aforesaid, in public as- 
sembly, Lord’s day, Nov. 24, 1822. 

Attest, E. H. NEWTON, Pastor. 
A true copy—Attest, 
E. H. NEWTON, Pastor. 

Marlborough, Nov. 26, 1822. 


—sjo— 
T. G. ON FREE AGENCY. 
(Continued from page 3.) 


Gen. ii. 16,17. If Adam had no freedom, then 
fr0d (as I don’t believe any other being had a power 
coequal,) must have made him (for you say he was 
not free to do it,) commit a deed which he had ex- 
pressly forbidden, and then carries his threatening 
into effect. This death, in my humble opinion, 
means the loss of the image of his Maker; he be- 
came carnally minded ; and to be carnally minded 
is death. This militates against the justice of God, 
unless sin is a requisite, and you seem to intimate 
it is in your concluding remarks,—* That the only 
motive God has in chastening the children of men, 
is, that they may be partakers of his holiness.” 
Would you ehastise your child, he having commit- 
ted no fault ? Then a man must first sin, and then 
be chastised, in order to fit him for holiness. God, 
when he had created Adam, pronounced him good ; 
(good and holy I take to be synonymous,) and vou 
must agree there is no such thing as negative good- 
ness ; for if a man is not good, he is bad. Do you 
think Adam could not have partook of God’s holi- 
ness, before he partook of the forbidden fruit? or 


did his partaking make him any better than he was 
before ? (viz. good.) If he could not, then the sin- 
ner would be warranted in doing evil that good may 
come. This savours too much of Hopkinsianism, 
which says, there is no more sin than is for the good 
of the whole world. 

Matt. xi. 28. “Come unto me,” &e. Now if 
man had neither freedom or power to come, 
Christ being infinite in wisdom, he must have been 
acquainted with the moral inability of man, and 
certainly meant to deceive. Would it not have 
been more consonant with his divine character to 
have offered a petition to his heavenly Father, im- 
ploring him to bring them to him, and make them 
believe he would and could give them rest? On 
the other hand, it would be a mark of the greatest 
duplicity and folly ; it would be like your chaining 
a pian to a stake so that he could not stir, and then 
telling him to come to you, and you would make 
him king of the whole world. 

Christ, weeping over Jerusalem, said, “ How of- 
ten would Ihave gathered you,” &c. “ but ye would 
not.” Does this imply they had no freedom ?— 
Isa. xxii. 8,9. Heb. viii. 9. Is it not evident from 
these, that they exercised a free will? John xv. 7, 
“If ye abide in me, &c.” and verse 10, “If ye 
keep my commandments,” &c. How can they be 
said to abide in him, or to keep his commandments, 
if they did it not of their own free will? I could 
quote numerous other passages of similar import, 
but will content myself with quoting only one more. 
Isa. lv. 3. “Incline your ear and come unto me,” 
&e. Does not this infer that they had a choice ; 
and if they had a choice, they must be free. 

Your remarks on the popular phrases, agent, 
free agency, &c. (these being only the traditions of 
men, and prostitution of terms, as they are nowhere 
to be found in Scripture,) I consider no argument 
at all to the point. The terms “ agent, agency,” 
simply implies to act, or acting, and does not re- 
quire a second or third person; and I am warrant- 
ed in using the terms, agent, agency, for any thing 
analagous to their definition, as laid down by all 
lexicographers, whether they are to be found in the 
Scriptures or not, and that too without being charge- 
able of a prostitution of terms. Would you call it 
a prostitution of terms, for me to call a man (believ- 
ing in your tenets,) a Universalist ? If you say, No, 
I should like to know in what part of the Scrip- 
tures you find the word Universalist ? 

(To be continued.) 
REMARKS, 

T. G.’s observations relative to Adam, (see Gen. 
ii. 16, 17,)are nugatory. 'T. G.’s fiee agent’s power 
to do evil, is no evidence of ‘ae possession of abili- 
ty to do all the good man shall do, when he shall ar- 
rive at that perfection for which he was designed. 
God declared unto Adam the consequence of sin, 
which is death; or a state of mind denominated 
-carnal mindedness, which consists in placing all the 
affections on objects which are insufficient to pro- 
duce that joy and peace, which is called spirit and 
life. Thus—In the day thou eatest, or shall at- 





tempt to find joy or life, where death and sorrow 
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only are found, thou shalt be disappointed, and find 
sorrow and death. It was not necessary for God to 
carry his threatening into effect. Adam carried the 
threatening into effect, when he sought for happi- 
ness where misery abounds, It appears the free 
agent was so ignorant of God’s character, as to sup- 
pose his happiness was abridged by the affectionate 
prohibition of that which, if.indulged, would make 
hii unhappy! And so ignorant of himself, and of 
cause and effect, that, like a foolish child, he thrust 
his hand into the fire, and then cried for the sinart 
and pain. How absurd, yea, and ridiculous also, to 
prate abont the power of choosing and refusing, of 
such a fool! 

Here are a host of free agents for you. Take the 
whole house of Israel, and, after analyzing their 
powers of choosing and refusing, make a free agent 
of the whole lump. Hear the declaration of God, 
relative to their power of choosing and refusing : 
“The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his mas- 
ter’s crib, but my people do not know, Israel doth 
not consider.” Shame on such free agents. Their 
boasted powers are below the ox and the ass! Are 
they free agents? A word of T. G.’s good men. 
God pronounced Adam (and all his works,) good. 
But, if man is so bad, as our divine doctors say, that 
nothing will reclaim him, and he must be rejected 
by God world without end, where is his goodness ? 


So tar from ever being good, he was the worst thing 


in existence! The Creator of man, however, js the 
best judge ofhis yalue, He pronounced him good. 
Not holy. If Adam had been holy, his desires must 
have been holy also, But, you may say, If, then, 
Adam was good, his desires must have been good 
also. Granted. Unquestionably Adam’s motive in 
giving heed to the solicitations of his wife, was 
good. Happiness is good. It was happiness that 
Adam pursued ; but, being ignorant of the conse- 
quences of the conduct he was about to pursue, dis- 
trusting God, hearing his wife, and taking her ad- 
vice, mstead of God’s cqunsel, the poor free agent 
made a grea{ mistake, and suffered as a consequence. 
A great mistake is a great sin. We hazard the 
declaration, that no man yet ever transgressed his 
Maker’s commands, by doing any thing which, en 
the whole, made him the happier. God will never 
punish any man for increasing in happiness. Neither 
will God ever punish any man for making himself 
miserable. Man finds enough sufferjng in wrong 
doing, as a consequence of the wrong doing, to ex- 
cite the pity and commiseration of his Heavenly 
Father, whose merciful purpose is, to save man from 
his sins, the cause of all his sufferings. How piain 
is reason! How convincing is Truth! Men work 
hard to burrow deep in absurdity, and cover them- 
selves under the mantle which folly and obstinacy 
has wove, to hide them from the light of Truth, and 
obscure the rays of the Sun of God's salyation. 
Again. Please to consider—The Adam that 
God made was good. For he was made from a 
good motive, and to answer a good purpose, God's 
motive and purpose are independent of man. It is 
not in the power of man to destroy God’s work, and 
render nugatory and insufficient, the plans and pur 





poses of an infinite Being. Your free agent, pow- 
erful as he is, cannot do this! We read, the thoughts 
of man’s heart are evil continually. Did God make 
the thoughts of man’s heart ? Why are the thoughts 
of man’s heart evil 2 Ans. Because man is con- 
tinually thinking of something to make him unhap- 
py and miserable. Misery is the greatest evil in er- 
istence. And sin isa great evil, because sin produ- 
ces misery. Holiness is the greatest good in exist- 
ence. And holiness is the greatest good, because it 
produces the greatest happiness. Reader, this is 
the voice of reason and truth. “ Whoso findeth 
me findeth life.’ Remember, God is a holy and 
good Being, because He is the Author and Source 
of all happiness. In proportion as you derogate 
from God’s goodness, you rob him of his holiness, 
and vice versa. The god who would make his 
creatures endlessly miserable, is neither good nor 
holy ; for goodness delights in happiness. A good 
man, in proportion to his knowledge and abilities, 
will make ethers happy. A wicked or bad man, 
will make others miserable. A bad man is a miser- 
ableman. A miserable man delights in misery. It 
is irrational to suppose, that any being whose mind 
is in a continual ferment, burning with envy, malice 
and revenge, can study to increase the enjoyments 
of others, We speak of men, as being comparatively 
good and bad. Considering the motive as stamping 
the character, and giving the colour for the time be 

ing. How mutable is man! To-day, he may brave 
death to oblige his fellow. To-morrow, smarting 
under an imaginary or real provocation, he may 
hurl his fellow to destruction. Is this the character 
of God ? Impious thought! “He is of one mind, 
and pone can turn Him.” Hear him. “ Lam the 
Lorp, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob 
are not consumed !” 

A word of the Hopkinsians,—There may be 
something that resembles truth, associated and 
smothered with that absurd hypothesis; like a 
drop of fresh water in the ocean, commingled and 
lost. The Hopkinsian jargon will have it, that tor- 
menting a part of mankind endlessly, will be for the 
good of the whole. If Dr. Spring were to apply this 
to his congregation, and tell them, that the damning 
of the greater part of them, would be for the good 
of the whole, he holding that a greater part will be 
damned, any effort he might make to save some of 
the damned anes, would injure the residue ; to say 
nothing of the effect which consistency might have 
upon the whole of his salary! But we say, as Dr. S. 
says, we presume, when he counts his $3,750, the 
good of the whole, means the whole! For we very 
much question, whether Dr. S. with all his preten- 
sions, would like to be damned, a la mode Hopkin- 
sian, to benefit his Deacons! We believe that no 
more sin wil] be suffered to exist, than will be over- 
ruled for good. If there is more sin, than will ulti- 
mately be overruled for good, then sin must triumph, 
to the injury of man world without end ; and to the 
displeasure and disappointment of God ; who sent 
his Son to “ finish the transgression, and to make 
an end of sins.” Dan. ix. 24. 

T. G. quotes Matt. xi. 28, and interrogates. We 
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answer—Christ did pray tothe Father, “ imploring 
Him to bring them unto him.” John xvii. 21. 
And Christ also declared, “ No man can come un- 
tome, except the Father which hath sent me draw 
him.” John vi. 44. Christ adds—* They shall be 
all taught of God.” (Taught to come.) “ Every 
man therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of 
the Father, cometh unto me.” Will T. G. pretend, 
that any man who hath not heard, and not learned 
of the Father, will come unto Christ? Hearing and 
learning of our divine doctors, who love money so 
dearly, is quite another thing. Christ says, “ Come. 
And the Spirit and the bride say, come. And who- 
ever will, let him come, and take of the water of life 
Sreely.” (Not conditionally.) Christ wiil repeat 
the invitation ; and the Spirit and the bride will 
say, Come; until “ all are taught of God,” and shall 
hear and learn of the Father! 'T. G.’s conclusion, 
therefore, is faulty. 

T. G. next quotes, Christ’s weeping over Jerusa- 
lem; and asks, “ Does this imply they had no free- 
dom?” Ans. It implies, they had not heard and 
learned of the Father. Will your freedom do with- 
out hearing and learning of the Father ? 

T. G. then quotes Isa. xxii. 8, 9, Heb. viii. 9, and 
asks, “ Is it not evident from these, that they exer- 
cised a free will?” No! It isan evidence that they 
were “ slaves to sin!” . 

T. G. next introduces Jolm xv. 7. If he had 
quoted the connexion, his free will would not have 
appeared with a very good grace. Read this—“ Ye 
have not chosen me, but I have chosen you !! !” 

T. G. has resorted to Lexicographers, so he says, 
to define the term free agent. It may appear un- 
civil, but duty compels us to say, that his Lexicog- 
raphers are very ignorant. We should like to know, 
what Lexicographer says, “The terms agent, 
agency, simply implies to act, or acting, and does 
not require a second or third person!” Read the fol- 
lowing—“ Agency. s. The quality of acting ; the 
state of being in action; business performed by an 
agent. AGENT. a. dcting upon, active. AGENT. s. 
A substitute, a deputy, a factor ; that which has the 
power of operating.”"—Vide Walk. Dict. First. 
The quality; acting for another, Second. The 
stale; as an agent. Third. The business per- 
formed by a substitute or agent. Agent. a. The 
wheels of acarriage are agents. They are acted 
upon, and move as the horse impels them; who is 
acted upon by the driver. Agent.s. A substitute, 
a deputy, &c. and these have the power of operating. 
Now this is right in the face of T. G.’s Philologists! 
The term agent is applied to persons and things. 
It does not “ simply imply to act, or acting.” It 
implies, when applied to a person, a substitute, 
deputy, or factor, who has the power of operating, 
&e. Enough of this. 

T.G.’s remarks on the word Universalist, we 
think, are futile ; because it is a word used to dis- 
tinguish those to whom it is applied, from the sects 
who oppose them in sentiment. There is no meaning 
attached to the word which has any relation whatev- 
er to man’s powers, duties, or capacity in any shape. 
it is aword which means the whole ; with a gratui- 


tous termination ; the ist being added, &c. In fine, 

the word Universalist is used by our friends and op- 

ponents, as an accommodation, we presume, but is 
never introduced seriously, as a prop in argument. 

We however, are willing to say we are believers, and 

let the term Universalist go for the most it will 

bring ; and we advise T. G. to dispose of his phrase, 

Sree agent, in the same manner. 

(To be continued.) 
——iiien 
From the (Philadelphia) Universalist Magazine 
A SERMON 

Delivered on the evening of the third Sabbath in 
February, 1823, before the First Universalist Church 
in Philadeiphia, by AsNern KnEELanp, Pastor. 

REVELATION Xx. 10. 

“ind the devil that deceived them was cast into the 
lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the 
false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and 
naught, for ever and ever. 

Before we proceed to the discussion of this im- 
portant subject, which has now been read for con- 
sideration, it is proper to notice, what is seldom 
noticed by clergymen, that the book called Apoca- 
lypse, or Revelation, is one of those books, the gen- 
uineness and authority of which, as Eusebius in- 
forms us, was, in the first ages of the Church, by 
some, called in question; and, as Dr. Lardner well 
observes, “should be allowed to be publicly read in 
Christian assemblies, tor the edification of the peo- 
ple, but not to be alledged as affording alone suf- 
ficient proof of any doctrine.”* Asa book of pro- 
phecy, the evidence of its divine authority must 
chiefly rest upon the perceived accomplishment of 
the predictions which it contains: so that it may be 
regarded as in a considerable degree independent of 
external evidence. In this, however, in the estima- 
tion of many learned men, it is far from being defi- 
cient: and for this reason, probably, more than any 
other, it has been almost universally received in 
modern times. Some learned men, however, who 
have even admitted the divine authority of the 
Apocalypse, have expressed a doubt whether this 
book was written by John the apostle and evange- 
list. The arguments of Dionysius, a disciple of 
Origen, and an eminently learned and pious bishop 
of Alexandria, in the third century, are contained 
in a large extract fiom a treatise of Dionysius, in 
the seventh -book of Euselyius’s Ecclesiastical His- 
tory. They are thus abridged by Dr. Lardner: 
* Dionysius’s objections are five in number. 1.'That 
the evangelist John has not named himself, either 
in his gospel or in his catholic epistle, but the wri- 
ter of the Revelation names himself more than 
once. 2. That though the writer of the Revelation 
calls himself John, he has not shown us that he is 
the apostle of that name. 3. That the Revelation 
does not mention the catholic epistle, nor that epis- 
tle the Revelation. 4. That there is a great agree- 
ment in sentiment, expression and manner, between 
St. John’s gospel and epistle, but the Revelation ts 
quite different in all these respects, without any re- 
semblance or similitude. 5. That the Greek of the 








* Lardner’s Hist. of Apest and Evang. vol.i. p BD. 
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gospel and epistle is pure and correct, but that of 
the Revelation has barbarisms, and solecisms. Di- 
onysius’s own opinion is, that the Revelation was 
written by some holy and inspired person named 
John, but who that John was he does not know: he 
might be John the Elder, said to have resided for 
some time at Ephesus, in Asia.” Dr. Lardner, ha- 
ving examined tke arguments of Dionysius at large, 
and stated the opinions of other learned men, con- 
cludes with his usual candour: “I must acknow- 
ledge that the Revelation, when compared with the 
apostle’s unquestioned writings, has an unlikeness 
not easy to be accounted for.’* 

But it is not so material who wrote the Revela- 
tion, or when it was written, as it must be admitted 
that it required no inspiration to write an account of 
these mattérs more than that which was necessary 
to make a fair and honest record of what passed in 
view ; for the whole was a vision, and therefore the 
writer could have had no will of his own in deter- 
mining what he should see, or what he should hear. 
if we view it in any other light, it must be consider- 
ed only the effect of a fruitful imagination. We 
shall, therefore, now, through the whole of our dis- 
course, consider it as a real and true Revelation, not 
of St. John, the Divine, as called by our common 
translators, but as called by the writer himself, 
“ The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave 
him.’ For we must consider it, either the revela- 
tion of Jesus Christ, or else no revelation at all.+ 
For it is not even necessary to suppose that the 





writer fully understood it himself, as it was evident- 
ly designed for the benefit of the Christian world in 


all ages, as much as his own. The fulfilment, 
therefore, of this prophetic vision, will best enable 
is to understand its meaning. 

We shall now come to the subject more immedi- 
ately before us ; and in approaching it, I would in 
the first place observe, that, in order to have a pro- 
per understanding of the various subjects treated of 
in this book, it is necessary, in the first place, to un- 
derstand something of the nature of the symbolic 
janguage in which it is written. The mind will be 
much assisted in this inquiry, by comparing the pro- 
phetic periods of time with those mentioned in the 
prophecy of Daniel, particularly the forty and two 
months,{ the three days and a half,§ the time, and 
times, and half a time, or the dividing of time. 
These several periods correspond, and in the lan- 
guage of prophecy, as has been universally admit- 
ted, amount to twelve hundred and sixty years, all 
of which show conclusively, that the prophecy of 





* Lardaer’s Works, vol. iii. p. 130. See Improved Ver- 


sion, note. 


t Sir Isaac Newton says, (Observ. on Apoc. p. 249.) “T 
do not find any other of the New Testament so strong- 
ly attested, or commented upon so early as this.” 3 
Priestly (Notes, vol. iv. p. 573,) says, he thivks it impossible 
for any intelligent and candid person to peruse it without be- 
ing convinced that, “ considering the age in which it ap- 
peared, none but a person divinely inspired could have 
written it.’ Thus we have given the substance of all the 
light we have on this subject, pro and con. 
§ Rev. xi. 11. "! Rev. xii. 14. 
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é Res. xi. 2. 3, xiii. 5. 
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Daniel, and the book of Revelation, allude to the 
same events, and the same period of time.* 

Another circumstance to be attended to, and 
which will bring us more particularly to the subject 
before us, is, the imagery made use of in the vision, 
particularly the various living creatures that are in- 
troduced, and which help to heighten the grandeur 
and sublimity of the scenery. We are not to sup- 
pose for a moment (as no one in his senses can ra- 
tionally suppose,) that these are real creatures which 
exist in nature ; nothing more could have been in- 
tended than to introduce them as symbolical beings, 
and most of them have been so understood by all the 
best writers who have written on this subject. It is 
no more reasonable, therefore, to suppose that the 
being called the dragon, that old serpent, which is 
the devil and satan, is areal being, merely because 
such a being is introduced into the symbolic lan- 
guage of this vision, than to suppose that the lamb 
with seven heads and seven eyes,t the beast with 
seven heads and ten horns,t the beast with two 
horns as a lamb, but which spake as a dragon,§ the 
woman that sitteth on many waters,|| the beast that 
ascendeth out of the bottomless pit,{ and many 
others which might be named, are real beings. 
These are all figurative or symbolical beings, whose 
true character, and what they represent, can only 
be known by what is said of them ; and the proba- 
bility is, that, although persons may be included, 
yet they represent certain powers, rather than the 
persons of any beings whatever. The characters 
given to these beings, and what is said of them, or 
to have been done by them, designate m a very clear 
manner what kind of powers they represent. 

It may not be improper to consider a few verses 
of the context, in order to see our subject in a still 
clearer light. It is said, in verse second, that the 
angel who came down from heaven laid hold on the 
dragon, and bound him a thousand years; and, in 
verse four, the souls of those who had been behead- 
ed for their testimony to Jesus, and for the word of 
God, &c. lived and reigned with Christ the thousand 
years.** But the rest of the dead lived not, until 
the thousand years were finished. This is the first 
resurrection.” I perfectly agree with Dr. Towers, 
and the learned authors, whom he has quoted, in his 
illustrations of propiiecy, in believing that the re- 
surrection here spoken of is altogether figurative, 





* “ Now all these numbers,’’ says Bishop Newton, “ you 
will find upon computation to be the same, and each of them 
to signify 1260 years. For, ‘atime, all agree, signifies a 
year, and ‘ a time and times,’ and the dividing of time, or 
‘half atime,’ are three years and a half,” [which are the 
same as three days and a half, reckoning a day for a year,] 
* and three years and a half are forty-two months, and for- 
ty-two months are 1260 days, and 1260 days, im the prophetic 
style, are 1260 ‘ years.” From all these dates and charac- 
ters it may fairly be concluded, that the time of the Church's 
great affliction, and of the reign of Antichrist, will be a pe- 
riod of 1260 years.” Vol. i. p. 488. Vol. iii. p. 380. 


+Rev.v.6. xiii. 1. 


** It has, says Mr. Lowman, as quoted by Dr. Towers, 
been correctly observed, “ that all these expressions may 
bes well be understood in a figurative sense. ‘The souls 
of them which were beheaded for the witwess of Jesus,’ and 
which had not ‘ worshipped the beast,’ may easily, aceord- 
ing to the manner of prophetic language, signify persons of 
like spirit and temper with them, of like faith, patience, 
constancy, and zeal.”’ 


§ xiii. 1. ff xvii, Tx. 7 
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and is to be applied to the events of time, and not to 
eternity. Speaking of this, which is called the first 
resurrection, he says, “ That this is also figurative, 
Dr. Whitby has largely, and in my opinion, deci- 
sively proved.” “The true meaning of this sym- 
bolical representation,” says Dr. Johnston of Holy- 
wood, “is this: at that period, the world shall be 
peopled with men of the same spirit and character, 
with the real martyrs of Christ; with men, who, 
like them, shall call no man on earth master, in 
matters of religion; who, free from the fetters of 
superstition and idolatry, and regarding the sacred 
rites of conscience, shall regulate their faith, wor- 
ship, and conduct, by the infallible standard of the 
Word of God.” With respect to the expression, 
savs another learned writer, quoted by Dr. Towers, 
that they shall reign with Christ, it “ may well be 
understood in a figurative sense, as we are said to be 
crucified with Christ, and te live with him; or as 
Christ himself is said to ivein us. Gal ii. 20. 

But after this happy period of the first resurrec- 
tion, that is, when the thousand years are finished, 
satan, or the adversary, will be logsed out of his 
pris ~, and will go forth to deceive the nations—to 
gather them together to battle, &c. I would here 
ask my respected hearers, Is the deceiving of the 
nations, gathering them together to battle, &c. to 
take place in time, or in eternity? Most certainly 
intime, and onthe earth. “ And they went up over 
the breadth of the earth, and surrounded the camp 
of the saints, and the beloved city: and fire came 
down [from God]* out of heaven, and devoured 
them.” 

“ And the devil that deceived them was cast into 
the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and 
the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and 
night, for ever and ever.” 

And the same arguments (from which I have only 
made a few selections,) which have convinced me 
that what goes before has relation to the events of 
time, have also convinced me, that, not only the 
text itself, but also what follows after, yea, all that 
is written in the whole book, has relation to the 
events of time, and their fulfilment is to be looked 
tor on the earth. The bare circumstance of the 
judgment here spoken of being according to works, 
's, to my understanding, if there were nothing more, 
+ sufficient proof of this. But more of this in its 
proper place. 

The first thing which we shall notice particularly 
in the text, is the devil who deceived the nations. 

I am well aware, my hearers, that a firm belief in 
the existence and reality of a being called the devil, 
has been supposed to be as necessary to the support 
of a certain doctrine, (and I need not name what that 
doctrine is,) as the reputation of the goddess Diana 
was to the craftsmen of Ephesus. “ Ye know, Sirs, 
that by this craft we have our wealth.” But what- 
ever superstitious regard there may have been paid, 
in former times, either to the works of men’s hands, 
or to mere ideal and imaginary beings, we feel our- 
selves no longer bound to give heed to such idle 





* The words {from God,] are perhaps an interpolation. 





tales or fantastical notions ; because, were it possi- 
ble for such a being to exist, he could not disturb, or 
in any way affect our eternal interest. If such a 
being exists, he must be either self-existent and in- 
dependent, or else created and dependent. If the 
former, he is as likely to overcome, as to be over- 
come ; and, of course, as dangerous to God, as he 
can be to us: if the latter, he can do nothing more 
than what he is permitted—and will God permit 
him to do any thing, which, on the whole, he is not 
willing should be done? Of what use, or injury, 
then, can the devil be to us, in relation to our final 
state? (For I am willing to admit that almost any 
being, even those far beneath us, may injure us 
here, and for the time being, but they cannot injure 
us eternally.) It has been generally supposed that 
the devil was once an angel of light, and by reason 
of pride, or some other enormous sin, he fell from 
heaven and happiness, and become a devil! But, 
we may be permitted to ask, what proof is there of 
all this ? for there is not one word of any thing of 
the kind in all the Bible! But, were we disposed 
to admit the fact, we may still be permitted to ask, 
how did all this happen? We have been told that 
Adam, being created holy and upright, could not 
have sinned, had he not been tempted: but if he 
could not sin without being tempted, (that is, by 
some other being,) think, my hearers, of a holy 
angel, in whom nothing but purity dwelt ; think of 
hima as moving in that primeval light which sur- 
rounds the throne of God ; how, I ask, could such 
a being sin without being tempted ? and who tempt- 
ed this holy angel of hght to sin? Noone. And if 
such pure spirits could sin, without having ary thing 
more than their own nature to tempt them, why may 
we not suppose that man could sin, without any 
thing more than his own nature to tempt him, 
equally as well ? From these, and many other con- 
siderations which might be named, I do not hesitate 
to say, that I have no faith in the existence of any 
real being, properly denominated the devil! Rea- 
son revolts at the idea of such a being ; and Scrip- 
ture, when fairly construed, will by no means suff- 
port such an hypothesis. 

The Greek word, d:aSox0s, which is here render- 
ed devil, is from the middle voice, perfect tense, of 
d:aSarrw; which is from dia, through, and ballo, 
tocast. To dart or strike through; whence, in a 
figurative sense, J'o strike or stab with an accusa- 
tion or evil report, to accuse. Hence, d:aBoros, sig- 
nifies an accuser, a slanderer ; or, if you please, an 
impostor. It may be used, therefore, to represent, 
either the power of deceiving, in the abstract, or it 
may be applied to any being who is capable of de- 
ceiving, or who may attempt to deceive. Jesus 
saith, speaking to his disciples, “ Behold, I have 
chosen you twelve, and one of you is a devil!” He 
does not say, One of you is like the devil; but one 
of you is a devil. Again, speaking to Peter, he 
saith, “Get thee behind me, Satan!” Not, for 
thou art like Satan, comparing him to any one else ; 
but he calls him the adversary, the proper meaning, 
of the word satan. If, therefore, Jesus had both a 
deril and satan in his own family, we need not look 
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beyond human nature to find “ the devil, who de- 
ecived the nations.” All that species of power, 
which may emphatically be denominated “ spiritual 
wickedness in high places ;” all that power which 
arises from human pride, combined with the base 
passions of man, calling to their aid, ignorance, 
bigotry and superstition; these may be considered 
the three characters mentioned in our text, the 
devil, the beast, and the false prophet. It is hardly 
necessary, however, to give a specific description of 
these different characters, as they cannot easily be 
mistaken. That the Apocalyptical beast, worship- 
ped by the ignorant multitude enslaved by supersti- 
tion, can be no less than the antichristian god, is a 
truth too clear to admit of a single doubt; because 
to this god both king-craft and priest-craft have 
given all the properties of a ferocious tyger. It is 
impossible to perceive the least show of mercy in 
this object of worship, any more than can be found 
in a lion yawning over his prey; because, if he 


spares any, it is because he has already glutted his 
appetite for vengeance on an innocent lamb!! This 


language, my hearers, may seem rather harsh and 
severe ; but, let it be remembered, I am only deseri- 
bing the character of a beast, which, though he be 
worshipped as God, has no claim to such worship ; 
and those who worship him are tormented day and 
night with fire and brimstone, and the smoke of their 
torment ascendeth up continually. 

But these symbolic personages are ultimately to 
share the same fate which they have marked out 
for others. Their end is destruction: which des- 
truction is, and will be accompanied with much 
torment. All those who are in any way associated 
with the characters here represented, must partici- 
pate in the sufferings which they are supposed to 
endure. The suffering is represented by being cast 
into the lake of fire and biimstone ; which must ul- 
timately put a period to that, together with their 
existence. 

(To be continued.) 
« SS - 
EXTRACT 
From a Letter from President Adams, to the Rev. 
Dr. Bancroft, of Worcester. 

“ The most afflictive circumstances that I have 
witnessed in the lot of humanity, are the narrow 
views, the unsocial humours, the fastidious scorn, 
and repulsive temper of all denominations except 
one. 

“ I cannot conclude this letter without adding an 
anecdote. One of the zealous mendicants for the 
contributions to the funds of Missionary socicties, 
called on a gentleman in Haverhill and requested his 
charity. The gentleman declined subscribing, but 
added, that there are in and about the town of 
nine Clergymen, ministers of nine Congregations, 
not one of whom lives on terms of civility with any 
other, will admit none other into his pulpit, nor be 
permitted to go into the pulpit of any other. Now 
if you will raise a fund to convert these nine Clergy- 
men to Christianity, I will contribute as much as 
any other man. I am with great esteem, your 


friend. JOHN ADAMS.” 





Selected. 
INFANCY AND MATURE AGE 
AN APOLOGUE. 
(* Men are but children of a larger growth.” } 
"T was eight o'clock, and near the fire 
My ruddy little boy was seated, 
And with the titles of a sire 
My ears expected to be greeted— 
But vain the thought !—by sleep oppress'd, 
No father there the child descried ; 
His head reclined upon his breast, 
Or nodding ro!l’d trom side to side. 


“ Let this yonng rogue be sent to bed” — 
More I had not had time to say, 
When the poor urchin rais’d his head 
To beg that he might longer stay. 
Refus'd ; towards rest his steps he bent 
With tearful eye, and aching heart ; 
But claim’'d his playthings ere he went, 
And took up stairs his horse and cart 


For new delay, though oft denied, 
He pleaded ;—wildly crav'd the boon ;— 
Though past his usual hour, he cried 
At being sent away so soon. 
If stern to him, his grief I shar’d; 
(Unmov'd who hears his offspring weep?) 
Of soothing him I half despair'd ; 
When all his cares were lost in sleep. 


* Alas! poor infant!’ I exclaim’d, 
“ Thy father blushes now to scan, 
In all which he so lately blam’d, 
The follies and the fears of man.”’ 
“ The vain regret, the anguish brief, 
Which thou hast known, sent up to bed, 
Portrays of man the idle grief, 
When doom'd to slumber with the dead.” 


And more I thought—when up the stairs 
With “ longing ling’ring looks” he crept, 
To mark of man, the childish cares, 
His playthings carefully he kept. 
Thus mortals on life’s later stage, 
When nature claims their forfeit breath, 
Still grasp at wealth, in pain and age, 
And cling to golden toys in death. 


‘Tis morn! and see my smiling boy 
Awakes to hail returning light; 

To fearless laughter ! boundless joy ! 
Forgot the tears of yesternight ! 

Thus shall not ntan forget his wo ? 
Survive of age, and death the gloom’ 

Smile at the cares he knew below ? 
And renovated burst the tomb? 


O, my Creator! when thy will 
Shall stretch this frame on earth's cold bed 
Let that blest hope sustain me still, 
Till thought, sense, mem'ry—all are fled. 
Aud grateful for what Thou may’st give, 
No tear shall dim my fading eye, 
That ‘twas thy pleasure I should live— 
That "tis thy mandate bids me die. 
—— 
> An adjourned Special Meeting of the members of the 
Second Society of Umted Christian Friends, will be held 
on Tuesday evening next, at No. 170 Bowery, at half past 
seven o'clock. The attendance of every member is re 
juested, as business of importance wilt come before the 
Society. 
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